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Deduction

. constitutes the Second Stage of Inquiry. For its characteristic form of
reasoning our language has, for two centuries, been happily provided with the
name Deduction.

Deduction has two parts. For its first step must be by logical analysis to
Explicate the hypothesis, i.e. to render it as perfectly distinct as possible. This
process, like Retroduction, is Argument that is not Argumentation. But unlike
Retroduction, it cannot go wrong from lack of experience, but so long as it
proceeds rightly must reach a true conclusion. Explication is followed by
Demonstration, or Deductive Argumentation. Its procedure is best learned from
Book | of Euclid’'s Elements, a masterpiece which in real insight is far superior to
Aristotle’s Analytics; and its numerous fallacies render it all the more instructive
to a close student. ...

The purpose of Deduction, that of collecting consequents of the hypothesis,
having been sufficiently carried out, the inquiry enters upon its Third Stage ...

Peirce, C. S. (1908). A Neglected Argument for the Reality of God. The Hibbert
Journal, 7(1), 90-112.
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