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Term: Retroduction
Quote: Finally comes the bottom question of logical Critic, What sort of validity can be

attributed to the First Stage of inquiry? Observe that neither Deduction nor
Induction  contributes  the  smallest  positive  item  to  the  final  conclusion  of  the
inquiry.  They  render  the  indefinite  definite;  Deduction  Explicates;  Induction
evaluates: that is all. Over the chasm that yawns between the ultimate goal of
science and such ideas of Man’s environment as, coming over him during his
primeval wanderings in the forest, while yet his very notion of error was of the
vaguest,  he  managed  to  communicate  to  some fellow,  we  are  building  a
cantilever  bridge  of  induction,  held  together  by  scientific  struts  and  ties.  Yet
every plank of its advance is first laid by Retroduction alone, that is to say, by
the spontaneous conjectures of instinctive reason; and neither Deduction nor
Induction contributes a single new concept to the structure. Nor is this less true
or less important for those inquiries that self-interest prompts.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1908). A Neglected Argument for the Reality of God. The Hibbert
Journal, 7(1), 90-112.
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