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Term: Symbol
Quote: A reference to a ground may also be such that it cannot be prescinded from a

reference to an interpretant. In this case it may be termed an imputed quality.
If the reference of a relate to its ground can be prescinded from reference to an
interpretant, its relation to its correlate is a mere concurrence or community in
the possession of a quality, and therefore the reference to a correlate can be
prescinded from reference to an interpretant. It follows that there are three
kinds of representations.

1st. Those whose relation to their objects is a mere community in some quality,
and these representations may be termed Likenesses.

2d. Those whose relation to their objects consists in a correspondence in fact,
and these may be termed Indices or Signs.

3d. Those the ground of whose relation to their objects is an imputed character,
which are the same as general signs, and these may be termed Symbols.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1867). On a New List of Categories. Proceedings of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, 7, 287-298.
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