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Term: Interpretant
Quote: … every comparison requires, besides the related thing, the ground, and the

correlate, also a mediating representation which represents the relate to be a
representation of the same correlate which this mediating representation itself
represents. Such a mediating representation may be termed an interpretant,
because it fulfils the office of an interpreter, who says that a foreigner says the
same thing which he himself says.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1867). On a New List of Categories. Proceedings of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, 7, 287-298.
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