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Term: Habit-taking
Quote: We have to suppose that in looking into the indefinite past we are looking into

back towards times when the element of law played an indefinitely small part in
the universe.

If the universe is thus progressing from a state of all but pure chance to a state
of all but complete determination by law, we must suppose that there is an
original, elemental, tendency of things to acquire determinate properties, to
take habits. This is the Third or mediating element between chance, which
brings forth First and original events, and law which produces sequences or
Seconds.  Now  this  tendency  to  take  habits  is  something  essentially  finite  in
amount, an infinitely strong tendency of this sort [unlike an absolute conformity
to  law]  is  inconceivable  and self-contradictory.  Consequently  this  tendency
must  itself  have  been  gradually  evolved;  and  it  would  evidently  tend  to
strengthen itself.

Here is a rational physical hypothesis, which is calculated to account, or all but
account for everything in the universe except pure originality itself.
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