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Induction

Let us now consider non-necessary reasoning. This divides itself, according to
the different ways in which it may be valid, into three classes: probable
deduction; experimental reasoning, which | now call Induction; and processes of
thought capable of producing no conclusion more definite than a conjecture,
which | now call Abduction. [—] The general principle of the validity of Induction
is correctly stated in the Johns Hopkins Essay, but is too narrowly defined. All
the forms of reasoning there principally considered come under the class of
Inductions, as | now define it. Much could now be added to the Essay. The
validity of Induction consists in the fact that it proceeds according to a method
which though it may give provisional results that are incorrect will yet, if
steadily pursued, eventually correct any such error. The two propositions that
all Induction possesses this kind of validity, and that no Induction possesses
any other kind that is more than a further determination of this kind, are both
susceptible of demonstration by necessary reasoning.
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