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Term: Experience
Quote: We experience vicissitudes, especially. We cannot experience the vicissitude

without  experiencing the  perception  which  undergoes  the  change;  but  the
concept of experience is broader than that of perception, and includes much
that is not, strictly speaking, an object of perception. It is the compulsion, the
absolute constraint upon us to think otherwise than we have been thinking that
constitutes experience. Now constraint and compulsion cannot exist without
resistance,  and resistance is  effort  opposing change.  Therefore there must  be
an  element  of  effort  in  experience;  and  it  is  this  which  gives  it  its  peculiar
character. But we are so disposed to yield to it as soon as we can detect it, that
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  convince  ourselves  that  we  have  exerted  any
resistance  at  all.  [—]

Of  course  we  must  distinguish  between  knowing  by  experience  and
experiencing  itself.  We  know  all  the  actual  facts  that  we  do  know  by
experience; but our experience itself is limited to that which we are irrationally
immediately, and absolutely, constrained to accept.
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