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Pragmatism

... Pragmatism was not a theory which special circumstances had led its
authors to entertain. It had been designed and constructed, to use the
expression of Kant, architectonically. Just as a civil engineer, before erecting a
bridge, a ship, or a house, will think of the different properties of all materials,
and will use no iron, stone, or cement, that has not been subjected to tests; and
will put them together in ways minutely considered, so, in constructing the
doctrine of pragmatism the properties of all indecomposable concepts were
examined and the ways in which they could be compounded. Then the purpose
of the proposed doctrine having been analyzed, it was constructed out of the
appropriate concepts so as to fulfill that purpose. In this way, the truth of it was
proved. There are subsidiary confirmations of its truth; but it is believed that
there is no other independent way of strictly proving it.

But first, what is its purpose? What is it expected to accomplish? It is expected
to bring to an end those prolonged disputes of philosophers which no
observations of facts could settle, and yet in which each side claims to prove
that the other side is in the wrong. Pragmatism maintains that in those cases
the disputants must be at cross-purposes. They either attach different
meanings to words, or else one side or the other (or both) uses a word without
any definite meaning. What is wanted, therefore, is a method for ascertaining
the real meaning of any concept, doctrine, proposition, word, or other sign.
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