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Term: Final Interpretant
Quote: In regard to the Interpretant we have […] to distinguish, in the first place, the

Immediate Interpretant, which is the interpretant as it is revealed in the right
understanding of the Sign itself, and is ordinarily called the meaning of the
sign;  while  in  the  second  place,  we  have  to  take  note  of  the  Dynamical
Interpretant  which  is  the  actual  effect  which  the  Sign,  as  a  Sign,  really
determines. Finally there is what I  provisionally term the Final Interpretant,
which refers to the manner in which the Sign tends to represent itself to be
related to its Object. I confess that my own conception of this third interpretant
is not yet quite free from mist.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1906). Prolegomena to an Apology for Pragmaticism. The Monist,
16, 492-546.
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