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Term: Abduction
Quote: Abduction, in the sense I give the word, is any reasoning of a large class of

which the provisional adoption of an explanatory hypothesis is the type. But it
includes processes of thought which lead only to the suggestion of questions to
be considered, and includes much besides.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1906). Prolegomena to an Apology for Pragmaticism. The Monist,
16, 492-546.
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