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Term: Hypothesis [as a form of reasoning]

Quote: There are three kinds of reasoning, the Inductive, the Deductive, and the
Hypothetical. The last consists in the introduction into a confused tangle of
given facts of an idea not given whose only justification lies in its reducing that
tangle to order. This kind of inference is little subject to control, and so not
highly rational; and one reason for this is that when once the facts have been
apprehended in the light of the hypothesis, they become so swallowed up in it,
that a strong exertion of intellect is required to disembarass them from it, and
to recall them in their pristine nudity.
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