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Term: Speculative Rhetoric
Quote: “Exact” logic, in its widest sense, will (as I apprehend) consist of three parts.

For  it  will  be  necessary,  first  of  all,  to  study  those  properties  of  beliefs  which
belong to them as beliefs, irrespective of their stability. This will amount to
what Duns Scotus called speculative grammar. For it must analyse an assertion
into its essential elements, independently of the structure of the language in
which  it  may  happen  to  be  expressed.  It  will  also  divide  assertions  into
categories  according  to  their  essential  differences.  The  second  part  will
consider to what conditions an assertion must conform in order that it may
correspond to the “reality,” that is, in order that the belief it expresses may be
stable. This is what is more particularly understood by the word logic. It must
consider, first, necessary, and second, probable reasoning. Thirdly, the general
doctrine must embrace the study of those general conditions under which a
problem presents itself for solution and those under which one question leads
on to another. As this completes a triad of studies, or trivium, we might, not
inappropriately,  term the last  study Speculative  rhetoric.  This  division  was
proposed in 1867 by me, but I have often designated this third part as objective
logic.
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