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Real Object

...one must distinguish the Object as it is represented, which is called the
Immediate Object, from the Object as it is in itself. The latter is purely active in
the representation. That is, it remains in all respects exactly as it was before it
was represented. It is true that the purpose of representing an Object is usually,
if not always, to modify it in some respect. But by the Object Itself, or the Real
Object, we mean the Object insofar as it is not modified by being represented.
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