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Term:

Real

Quote:

… And what do we mean by the real? It is a conception which we must first
have had when we discovered that there was an unreal, an illusion; that is,
when we first corrected ourselves. Now the distinction for which alone this
fact logically called, was between an ens relative to private inward
determinations, to the negations belonging to idiosyncrasy, and an ens such as
would stand in the long run. The real, then, is that which, sooner or later,
information and reasoning would finally result in, and which is therefore
independent of the vagaries of me and you. Thus, the very origin of the
conception of reality shows that this conception essentially involves the notion
of a COMMUNITY, without definite limits, and capable of a definite increase of
knowledge. And so those two series of cognition – the real and the unreal –
consist of those which, at a time sufficiently future, the community will always
continue to re-affirm; and of those which, under the same conditions, will ever
after be denied. Now, a proposition whose falsity can never be discovered, and
the error of which therefore is absolutely incognizable, contains, upon our
principle, absolutely no error. Consequently, that which is thought in these
cognitions is the real, as it really is. There is nothing, then, to prevent our
knowing outward things as they really are, and it is most likely that we do thus
know them in numberless cases, although we can never be absolutely certain
of doing so in any special case.
But it follows that since no cognition of ours is absolutely determinate,
generals must have a real existence. Now this scholastic realism is usually set
down as a belief in metaphysical fictions. But, in fact, a realist is simply one
who knows no more recondite reality than that which is represented in a
true representation.
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