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Term: Thing-in-itself
Quote: At  any  moment  we  are  in  possession  of  certain  information,  that  is,  of

cognitions which have been logically derived by induction and hypothesis from
previous cognitions which are less general, less distinct, and of which we have
a less lively consciousness. These in their turn have been derived from others
still less general, less distinct, and less vivid; and so on back to the idealn first,
which  is  quite  singular,  and  quite  out  of  consciousness.  This  ideal  first  is  the
particular thing-in-itself. It does not exist as such. That is, there is no thing
which is in-itself in the sense of not being relative to the mind, though things
which are relative to the mind doubtless are, apart from that relation.
nBy an ideal, I mean the limit which the possible cannot attain.

Source: Peirce,  C.  S.  (1868).  Some  Consequences  of  Four  Incapacities.  Journal  of
Speculative Philosophy, 2, 140-157.
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