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Term: Precept
Quote: When the subject is not a proper name, or other designation of an individual

within the experience (proximate or remote) of both speaker and auditor, the
place of such designation is taken by a virtual precept stating how the hearer is
to  proceed  in  order  to  find  an  object  to  which  the  proposition  is  intended  to
refer. If this process does not involve a regular course of experimentation, all
cases may be reduced to two with their complications. These are the two cases:
first, that in which the auditor is to take any object of a given description, and it
is left to him to take any one he likes; and, secondly, the case in which it is
stated that a suitable object can be found within a certain range of experience,
or among the existent individuals of a certain class.

Source: Peirce, C.  S.  (1902).  Subject (in logic).  In J.  M. Baldwin (Ed.),  Dictionary of
Philosophy and Psychology, Vol. II (pp. 609-610). London: Macmillan and Co.
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