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Symbol

A Symbol is a sign which refers to the Object that it denotes by virtue of a law,
usually an association of general ideas, which operates to cause the Symbol to
be interpreted as referring to that Object. It is thus itself a general type or law,
that is, is a legisign. As such it acts through a replica. Not only is it general
itself, but the Object to which it refers is of a general nature. Now that which is
general has its being in the instances which it will determine. There must,
therefore, be existent instances of what the symbol denotes, although we must
here understand by “existent,” existent in the possibly imaginary universe to
which the symbol refers. The symbol will indirectly, through the association or
other law, be affected by those instances; and thus the symbol will involve a
sort of index, although an index of a peculiar kind. It will not, however, be by
any means true that the slight effect upon the symbol of those instances
accounts for the significant character of the symbol.
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