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Term: Precept
Quote: Every subject of a proposition, unless it is either an Index (like the environment

of the interlocutors, or something attracting attention in that environment, as
the pointing finger of the speaker) or a Sub-index (like a proper name, personal
pronoun or demonstrative) must be a Precept, or Symbol, not only describing to
the Interpreter what is to be done, by him or others or both, in order to obtain
an Index of an individual (whether a unit or a single set of units) of which the
proposition is represented as meant to be true, but also assigning a designation
to that individual, or, if it is a set, to each single unit of the set. Until a better
designation is found, such a term may be called a Precept.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1903). Syllabus: Syllabus of a course of Lectures at the Lowell
Institute beginning 1903, Nov. 23. On Some Topics of Logic. MS [R] 478.
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