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Term:

Belief

Quote:

But in science instinct can play but a secondary rôle. The reason of this is that
our instincts are adapted to the continuance of the race and thus to individual
life. But science has an indeﬁnite future before it; and what it aims at is to gain
the greatest possible advance in knowledge in ﬁve centuries or ten. Instinct not
being adapted to this purpose, the methods of science must be artiﬁcial. As
Professor Trowbridge hints, pure science has nothing to do with belief. What I
believe is what I am prepared to go on today. Imagine a general besieging a
city. He sits in his tent at night preparing the details of his plan of action for the
morrow. He ﬁnds that what his orders ought to be and perhaps the whole fate
of his army depend upon a certain question of topography concerning which he
is in need of information. He sends for his best engineer oﬃcer, – a highly
scientiﬁc man, – and asks how he is to ascertain the fact in question. The oﬃcer
replies, “There is only one possible way of ascertaining that. So and so must be
done.” “How long will that take?” “Two or three months.” The general dismisses
the man of science, – as Napoleon dismissed Laplace, – and sends for another
oﬃcer, not half so scientiﬁc, but good at guessing. What this oﬃcer shall say,
the general will go by. He will adopt it as his belief.
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