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Term: Induction
Quote: …by Induction, or Inductive Reasoning, I mean all reasoning which infers that

something is true of the whole of a given collection (no matter what kind of a
collection it may be) because it has been found that the same thing is true of a
part of that collection. [—] Pure inductive reasoning hardly ever, if indeed it
ever does draw an altogether new and unanticipated conclusion. Its usual and
proper business is to decide between inconsistent theories which we have been
led  to  entertain  by  Retroductive  Reasoning  in  order  to  account  for  different
surprising  phenomena.  For  we  shall  find  that  Induction  is  as  far  as  Deduction
from introducing into its conclusion any concept not already contained in its
premisses. The true function of Induction is critical.
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