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Term: Retroduction
Quote: That kind of reasoning by which we are more or less inclined to believe in a

theory  because  it  explains  facts  that  without  the  theory  would  be  very
surprising  is  what  I  call  Retroduction,  or  reasoning  from  consequent  to
antecedent. To understand the legitimacy of this kind of reasoning (often and
often as it  deceives us,)  is  to understand the legitimacy,  the truth-leading
power of all reasoning.
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