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Term: Thought

Quote: What we call a “thought,” not that which is in somebody’s mind at one
moment, and is gone, but that which passes from mind to mind, say the idea of
Justice, is certainly of the nature of a word. People think it is of no consequence
because it needs to be embodied in a passing thought or in the habit of some
person before it can be effective. That undoubtedly is true. But the image in the
mind would be of no consequence if it were not governed by or conformed to
the thought. The two factors are both indispensible. But the difference is, that
given the word, it matters comparatively little whether it is embodied in this
momentary thought or in that; the effect will be substantially the same. But it
makes a good deal more difference whether the image in the mind be joined by
its associations with this concept or with that.
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