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Term: Truth
Quote: These characters equally apply to pure mathematics. [—] A proposition is not a

statement  of  perfectly  pure  mathematics  until  it  is  devoid  of  all  definite
meaning, and comes to this – that a property of a certain icon is pointed out
and is declared to belong to anything like it, of which instances are given. The
perfect  truth  cannot  be  stated,  except  in  the  sense  that  it  confesses  its
imperfection.  The  pure  mathematician  deals  exclusively  with  hypotheses.
Whether or not there is any corresponding real thing, he does not care. [—] But
whether  there  is  any  reality  or  not,  the  truth  of  the  pure  mathematical
proposition is constituted by the impossibility of ever finding a case in which it
fails. This, however, is only possible if we confess the impossibility of precisely
defining it.
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