
‘Real’ (pub. 09.03.13-19:13). Quote in M. Bergman & S. Paavola (Eds.), The Commens Dictionary: Peirce's Terms in
His Own Words. New Edition. Retrieved from http://www.commens.org/dictionary/entry/quote-what-pragmatism.

Term: Real
Quote: As  to  reality,  one  finds  it  defined  in  various  ways;  but  if  that  principle  of

terminological ethics that was proposed be accepted, the equivocal language
will soon disappear. For realis and realitas are not ancient words. They were
invented to be terms of philosophy in the thirteenth century, and the meaning
they were intended to express is perfectly clear. That is real which has such
and such characters, whether anybody thinks it to have those characters or not.
At any rate, that is the sense in which the pragmaticist uses the word. Now, just
as  conduct  controlled  by  ethical  reason  tends  toward  fixing  certain  habits  of
conduct, the nature of which (as to illustrate the meaning, peaceable habits
and  not  quarrelsome  habits)  does  not  depend  upon  any  accidental
circumstances, and in that sense  may be said to be destined;  so, thought,
controlled  by  a  rational  experimental  logic,  tends  to  the  fixation  of  certain
opinions, equally destined, the nature of which will be the same in the end,
however  the  perversity  of  thought  of  whole  generations  may  cause  the
postponement of the ultimate fixation. If this be so, as every man of us virtually
assumes that it is, in regard to each matter the truth of which he seriously
discusses,  then,  according  to  the  adopted  definition  of  “real,”  the  state  of
things which will be believed in that ultimate opinion is real. But, for the most
part, such opinions will be general. Consequently, some general objects are
real.  (Of  course,  nobody ever thought that  all  generals  were real;  but  the
scholastics used to assume that generals were real when they had hardly any,
or quite no, experiential evidence to support their assumption; and their fault
lay just there, and not in holding that generals could be real.) [—]

That which any true proposition asserts is real, in the sense of being as it is
regardless of what you or I may think about it. Let this proposition be a general
conditional proposition as to the future, and it is a real general such as is
calculated really to influence human conduct; and such the pragmaticist holds
to be the rational purport of every concept.
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