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Term: Pragmatism
Quote: … he [the writer of this article] framed the theory that a conception, that is, the

rational purport of a word or other expression, lies exclusively in its conceivable
bearing upon the conduct of life; so that, since obviously nothing that might not
result from experiment can have any direct bearing upon conduct, if one can
define  accurately  all  the  conceivable  experimental  phenomena  which  the
affirmation or denial of a concept could imply, one will have therein a complete
definition  of  the  concept,  and  there  is  absolutely  nothing  more  in  it.  For  this
doctrine he invented the name pragmatism. [—] Now quite the most striking
feature of the new theory was its recognition of an inseparable connection
between rational cognition and rational purpose; and that consideration it was
which determined the preference for the name pragmatism.
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