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Actuality
1901-1902 [c.] | Deﬁnitions for Baldwin's Dictionary [R] | MS [R] 1147
Although assertoriness, with it metaphysical correspondent, actuality, is the absence of modality, yet it
has to be considered from the point of view of modality.

1903 | Lowell Lectures on Some Topics of Logic Bearing on Questions Now Vexed. Lecture III [R] | CP
1.24
Let us begin with considering actuality, and try to make out just what it consists in. If I ask you what
the actuality of an event consists in, you will tell me that it consists in its happening then and there.
The speciﬁcations then and there involve all its relations to other existents. The actuality of the event
seems to lie in its relations to the universe of existents. A court may issue injunctions and judgments
against me and I not care a snap of my ﬁnger for them. I may think them idle vapor. But when I feel the
sheriﬀ’s hand on my shoulder, I shall begin to have a sense of actuality. Actuality is something brute.
There is no reason in it. I instance putting your shoulder against a door and trying to force it open
against an unseen, silent, and unknown resistance. We have a two-sided consciousness of eﬀort and
resistance, which seems to me to come tolerably near to a pure sense of actuality. On the whole, I
think we have here a mode of being of one thing which consists in how a second object is. I call
that Secondness.

1905 | Issues of Pragmaticism | CP 5.454
One who knows that Harvard University has an oﬃce in State Street, Boston, and has impression that it
is at No. 30, but yet suspects that 50 is the number, would say “I think it is at No. 30, but it may be at
No. 50,” or “it is possibly at No. 50.” Thereupon, another, who does not doubt his recollection, might
chime in, “It actually is at No. 50,” or simply “it is at No. 50,” or “it is at No. 50, de inesse.” Thereupon,
the person who had ﬁrst asked, what the number was might say, “Since you are so positive, it must be
at No. 50,” for “I know the ﬁrst ﬁgure is 5. So, since you are both certain the second is a 0, why 50 it
necessarily is.” That is to say, in this most subjective kind of Modality, that which is known by direct
recollection is in the Mode of Actuality, the determinate mode.

1905 | Notes on Portions of Hume's "Treatise on Human Nature" | MS [R] 939:36
As an example of Being conceived as consisting in the acting of its subject upon other objects, we
have Actuality.
1906 | Prolegomena to an Apology for Pragmaticism | CP 4.542

That conception of Aristotle which is embodied for us in the cognate origin of the terms actuality and
activity is one of the most deeply illuminating products of Greek thinking. Activity implies a
generalization of eﬀort; and eﬀort is a two-sided idea, eﬀort and resistance being inseparable, and
therefore the idea of Actuality has also a dyadic form.

1908 | A Neglected Argument for the Reality of God (O) | EP 2:434-435; CP 6.453
“Real” is a word invented in the thirteenth century to signify having Properties, i.e. characters suﬃcing
to identify their subject, and possessing these whether they be anywise attributed to it by any single
man or group of men, or not. Thus, the substance of a dream is not Real, since it was such as it was,
merely in that a dreamer so dreamed it; but the fact of the dream is Real, if it was dreamed; since if so,
its date, the name of the dreamer, etc., make up a set of circumstances suﬃcient to distinguish it from
all other events; and these belong to it, i.e., would be true if predicated of it, whether A, B, or C
Actually ascertains them or not. The “Actual” is that which is met with in the past, present, or future.

1908 | The Prescott Book | MS [R] 277
Actuality is the Act which determines the merely possible. It is the act of direct determination[,] itself
arbitrary. The act of arbitrary determination..

1908 | The Bed-Rock Beneath Pragmaticism | MS [R] 300:39
…the Actual, – the simple unmodalized Fact, – is that ingredient of the Truth the acknowledgement of
which may be forced on the mind by experience, but can never receive a deﬁnite rational explanation
free from any arbitrary element…
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