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Those non-conservative actions which seem to violate the law of energy, and which physics explains
away as due to chance-action among trillions of molecules, are one and all marked by two characters.
The first is that they act in one determinate direction and tend asymptotically toward bringing about an
ultimate state of things. If teleological is too strong a word to apply to them, we might invent the word
finious, to express their tendency toward a final state. The other character of non-conservative actions
is that they are irreversible.



