
Hypoicon

1903 | Syllabus: Syllabus of a course of Lectures at the Lowell Institute beginning 1903, Nov. 23. On
Some Topics of Logic | EP 2:273

A possibility alone is an Icon purely by virtue of its quality; and its object can only be a Firstness. But a
sign may be iconic, that is, may represent its object mainly by its similarity, no matter what its mode of
being. If a substantive be wanted, an iconic representamen may be termed a hypoicon. Any material
image, as a painting, is largely conventional in its mode of representation; but in itself, without legend
or label it may be called a hypoicon.

Hypoicons may be roughly divided according to the mode of Firstness of which they partake. Those
which partake of simple qualities, or First Firstnesses, are images; those which represent the relations,
mainly dyadic, or so regarded, of the parts of one thing by analogous relations in their own parts, are
diagrams; those which represent the representative character of a representamen by representing a
parallelism in something else, are metaphors.
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